THE   PARLIAMENT   OF   1685 :   MONMOUTH'S   REBELLION     293

their employments" to "we therefore do humbly beseech Your Majesty
that you would be pleased to give such directions therein that no
apprehensions or jealousies may remain in the hearts of Your Majesty's
good and faithful subjects"; another concession was that to those
officers who had accepted commissions without taking the oaths an
act of indemnity was promised.

It then appeared to the promoters of the Address that its weight
would be enormously increased if it went to the King as an Address
of both Houses, and not merely of the House of Commons; they
accordingly moved that the Address should be sent up to the Lords
and that they should be invited to join in it. The Court party had no
doubt whatever that the feeling against the Catholic officers was even
stronger in the Lords than it was in the Commons, that the Address
would have an easy passage in the Upper House, and that a joint Address
of the two Houses would be less easy to reject than one which came from
the Commons alone. By a skilful effort of parliamentary finesse they
secured the rejection of the motion by 212 to 138.1 The following day,
November 17, the Commons went in a body to present the Address
to the King, who was at no pains to conceal his annoyance at their
presumption.

James had not the excuse which he had later when the bishops
presented their petition, that he had been taken by surprise: he was well
aware of what had been going on in the Commons and he should have
been prepared to behave with dignity and courtesy. But his impetuous
self-confidence drove him on, and without giving himself time for re-
flection, he went next day to the House of Commons and delivered an
outrageous speech; he said:

I did not expect such an address from the House of Commons,
having so lately recommended to your consideration the great
advantages a good understanding between us had produced in a
very short time and given you warning of fears and jealousies
amongst yourselves. I had reason to hope that the reputation
God had blessed me with within the world would have created
and confirmed a greater confidence in you of me and of all that
I say to you; but however you proceed on your part I shall be
steady in all my promises I have made to you and be very just to
my word in this and all my speeches.

,This abrupt and undignified utterance does not bear examination.
The least the Commons could expect was a reasoned and courteous

1 These are the numbers given by the Commons Journals, which should be
the best authority; but Cobbett's Parliamentary History gives 216 to 204.